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Edible Wild Mushrooms of 

Illinois and Surrounding States

A Field-to-Kitchen Guide

JOE MCFARLAND AND 
GREGORY M. MUELLER

Lavishly illustrated with nearly three hundred gorgeous full-color photos, this 

engaging guidebook carefully describes forty different edible species of wild 

mushrooms found around Illinois and surrounding states, including Iowa, Wis-

consin, Missouri, Indiana, and Kentucky. With conversational and witty prose, 

the book provides extensive detail on each edible species, including photo-

graphs of potential look-alikes to help you safely identify and avoid poisonous 

species. Mushroom lovers from Chicago to Cairo will fi nd their favorite local 

varieties, including morels, chanterelles, boletes, puffballs, and many others. 

Veteran mushroom hunters Joe McFarland and Gregory M. Mueller also im-

part their wisdom about the best times and places to fi nd these hidden gems.

Edible Wild Mushrooms of Illinois and Surrounding States also offers practi-

cal advice on preparing, storing, drying, and cooking with wild mushrooms, 

presenting more than two dozen tantalizing mushroom recipes from some of 

the best restaurants and chefs in Illinois. As the fi rst new book about Illinois 

mushrooms in more than eighty years, this is the guide that mushroom hunt-

ers and cooks have been craving.

“Finally! This is the mushroom book we’ve all been waiting for. Any mushroom 

hunter in the Midwest will fi nd it incredible. If we only owned one mushroom 

book, this would be it.”

—Tom and Vicky Nauman, founders of Morel Mania, Inc.

“This book should be required reading for all wild mushroom hunters in the 

Midwest, and especially beginners. McFarland and Mueller have come up 

with an entirely new format for getting the uninitiated involved in the joys of 

wild mushrooming. The writing is learned but very easy to understand, 

entertaining, and witty—at times hilarious. Bravo!”

—Britt A. Bunyard, publisher and editor in chief, Fungi magazine

JOE MCFARLAND has been an outdoor 

writer for nearly twenty years and is a staff 

writer for the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources magazine Outdoor Illinois. He 

lives in Makanda, Illinois. 

GREGORY M. MUELLER, an internationally 

known mycologist, was curator of fungi at 

the Field Museum of Natural History for over 

twenty-three years and is now vice president 

of science and academic programs at the 

Chicago Botanic Garden.

Visit the book’s companion website at 

www.illinoismushrooms.com.
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