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Photo Sort 

Purpose: 
To encourage the students to 
categorize animals 

Materials: 
• Old Magazines 
• Old Newspapers 
• Photos of animals 

Steps: 
1. Share with the students that to prepare for the field trip, they 

will begin exploring insects. Have each student look for and 
cut out 3-4 photos of animals they think are insects. 

2. In small groups, of 4 or 5 students, have the students com-
bine their photos and sort them into different categories, any 
way they like (things that fly/don’t fly, legs/no legs, by color, 
by size, etc.) 

3. Walk around the room and ask the students to explain their 
categories. 

4. Ask the students to sort the photos by insect/non-insect, 
based on their perceptions of insects.  

5. (Optional) Store the photos for a post-trip activity. 

Collection Observation 

Purpose: 
To encourage the students 
to observe and contrast 
insects 

Materials: 
• Insect Collection 
• Hand lenses 

Steps: 
1. Allow students to look at an insect collection. 
2. Encourage them to observe the specimens and ask the 

students to describe one or two insects they find inter-
esting.  

3. Ask students to point out several characteristics that the 
insects have in common. Encourage students to com-
pare insects that are very different. (Example: A grass-
hopper and a dragonfly both have 6 legs. The grasshop-
per has large legs to jump, and the dragonfly has large 
wings to fly.) 

Literature Connections 
Insects Are My Life by M. McDonald, Bugs Are Insects by A. Rockwell, Insects by R. Bernard 

Insect Investigations Pre-Trip Activities 
 

To prepare your students for the investigations they will do on site, we recommend 
doing these activities prior to your visit. 
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Insect Investigations Post-Trip Activities 
 

These activities will build upon the learning experiences from the field trip. We rec-
ommend doing these activities after your visit. 

Photo Sort Review 

Purpose: 
To assess what the students  
know about insect charac-
teristics 

Materials: 
• Old Magazines 
• Old Newspapers 
• Photos of animals 

Steps: 
1. Using the same photos from the pre-trip activity, in 

small groups, of 4 or 5 students, have the students re-
view their photos and sort them into insect/non-insect 
categories.  

2. Walk around the room and ask the students to explain 
their choices. 

3. (Optional) The students can glue their photos down and 
create collages. 

Build An Insect 

Purpose: 
To assess what the students 
know about insect charac-
teristics 

Materials: 
• Construction paper 
• Glue 
• Scissors 
• Egg Cartons (optional) 
• Empty Toilet Paper 

Tubes (optional) 

Steps: 
1. Share with the students that they will get to show how much 

they now know about insects.  
2. Have each student create an insect using the supplies, and 

thinking about the insect characteristics learned from the field 
trip. The egg cartons and toilet paper tubes make great bodies, 
or body segments. 

3. The students can name the insect and also describe/create the 
habitat in which it lives. 

4. Have the students share their insects with each other. 
5. (Optional) Extension: Have the students also create a non-

insect and explain to a partner why that animal is not an insect. 

Literature Connections 
Insects Are My Life by M. McDonald, Bugs Are Insects by A. Rockwell, Insects by R. Bernard 


